

Legal Issues Programme – 2011 – Questionnaire Results
Completed by 19 high school age young carers and 24 primary school age young carers
Stage 1
Questionnaire – week 1
Purpose:

· To encourage engagement with the topic through wide ranging multiple choice questions. 

· To support the young people in rationalizing answers they were unsure of.  

· To check previous learning and widen the scope of legal topics.  

· To promote interest in finding out more about legal issues relevant to them and their families.
Monthly evaluation of Young Carer service activities:

(Scoring: 1 = really unhelpful, 5 = okay, 10 = excellent/extremely helpful)

Young carers use this method to feedback the usefulness and/or enjoyment of topics.  
High school age young carers scored an average of 7.8 out of a maximum 10
Primary school age young carers also scored an average of 8.7  

The Questionnaires proved to be very successful in engaging the young people and they also promoted interesting follow on discussion.  All high school age young carers completed the questionnaires and required very little prompting or encouragement.  This year Primary school age young carers aged 5 and above completed abbreviated questionnaires with 1-2-1 support for the youngest members. Question 21E was not counted as the answer changed between compilation and completion of the questionnaire. 
Stage 2:
Law Scenarios – week 2
Purpose:

· Through relevant life scenarios - encourage young carer participation and discussion.
· To support police officer engagement with young carers – police stated the scenarios provided a useful starting point

· To create a non threatening environment which promoted open discussion around personal experiences and concerns
After reading each scenario the question ‘What could happen now?’ was posed.   Responses were recorded on a flip chart and used the following week as a reminder and prompt for discussions with the police officers. 
Stage 3
Police officer visits – week 3

During June 2011 invited Police Officers visited the support groups to help endorse the learning and promote increased awareness of the relevance of legal issues to young carers and their families.  They started with discussing the scenarios and this led to an open and frank discussion at each session.  All participating officers helped create a relaxed environment and encouraged the young people to speak to them outside of the Young Carers setting.  

Young carer evaluation results of these police visits evidenced a score average of 7.7 and 9.5 out of a maximum 10
Skye and Lochalsh Young Carers - High School Age - Legal Questionnaire
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Skye and Lochalsh Young Carers - Primary School Age - Law Questionnaire Two – Results
Green Column Represents Correct Answer – 24 Participants (5 years & over)
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Law Scenario 1
In Portree High School Caroline, who is 15, and Fay, who is 16, have fallen out.  Caroline thinks that Fay has been telling lies about her to other pupils and is really angry with Fay. Things come to a head one day when Caroline confronts Fay about the rumours she has heard. They end up shouting at each other and then a full blown fight develops. 

The teachers try to separate the girls but have to call the police to stop the fight.

Caroline is taken to Portree hospital for treatment to a cut on her face which needs stitches. Both girls are taken to the police station

What happens then?
Law Scenario 2
Three friends from primary 7 - Marjory, Margaret and John - are in the Co-op in Portree one Saturday. Marjory puts a couple of bars of chocolate and a bottle of juice in her pocket without paying. She dares Margaret and John to take something too.  John nicks some chewing gum and sweets.

As they are leaving the shop a member of staff stops them and accuses them of shoplifting.

They are taken back into the shop.

What happens then?
Young Carer Quotes:

“I was worried about what would happen to me if my mum and dad were taken to the police station but the policeman explained I would be looked after and someone would make sure I was fed”

“It was like CSI Portree working out how to find out who was telling the truth and what evidence was needed”

“My mum doesn’t leave me to look after my wee brothers and sister for so long now”
“I’ve made an appointment to see my doctor on my own. It’s good to know I can speak to him without my mum being there because I can tell him what I’m worried about without worrying my mum”

“I explained to the others, when we were talking to the police officer, that I’d been given a warning by the police. They didn’t look horrified or anything and I explained that I’d been egged on by my so called friends. It had given me a fright and now I feel strong enough to say no if I don’t want to do something”

“I didn’t know a lot of the answers and it was good to be able to ask questions without feeling stupid!”

“I used to think that the police were there to get you into trouble but now I know they want to help.  I say hello to the policewoman who came to see us when I see her down the village. She always smiles and says hello back.  I’m not scared of the police anymore”
Conclusion
It was apparent that those young carers who were previously involved in this work retained information pertinent to them at the time.

It was evidenced that new members to the service had little or no knowledge regarding the legal issues covered.

The scenarios worked well in helping the young carers see this as a non-threatening and non-judgmental exercise which was relevant to them. 
The inclusion of information relating to various forms of ‘care’ worked really well in helping some young carers understand the terminology often used in formal meetings.

The inclusion of information relating to babysitting and being at home alone clarified areas of doubt and concern for some young carers, by taking home the answer sheets they felt empowered to challenge parents’ decision making where appropriate.
A significant number of young carers felt reassured that they could visit their GP if they felt the need, without their parents having to know about it.
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